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The Church of the Sixth Century. Six Chapters in Eccle- 
siastical History. By William Holden Hutton, B.D. 
London, New York, and Bombay : Longmans, Green & Co., 
1897. Pp- xx iv + 3!4- Cloth, 6s. 

The author of this book is an Oxford tutor. He was appointed 
Birkbeck lecturer in ecclesiastical history, Trinity College, Cambridge, 
for 1896. This appointment made possible a visit to Constantinople. 
An opportunity was thus given to visit the scenes of some of the most 
important events in the history of the church. In 1890 he had visited 
Ravenna with " one of the most learned of English scholars." 

When to Mr. Hutton's natural and acquired qualifications we add 
a minute study of special points at Constantinople and Ravenna, we 
have the conditions for a book of considerable value. 

The work does not claim to be a complete treatment of the church 
history of the sixth century. It is rather a reconsideration of certain 
fundamental subjects based upon a reexamination of the original sources 
of information. It is a group of six lectures on : " The State and the 
Church in East and West ; " " The Eastern Church and its Missions ; " 
" The Papacy ; " " The Church and the Heresies of the Sixth Century ; " 
" The Theology of the Sixth Century ;" " The Art of the Sixth Century;" 
and an appendix on " The Alleged Heresy of Justinian." 

Mr. Hutton finds that : " The sixth century is one of the great 
ages of the world's history. It is an age of great soldiers and great 
statesmen, of lawyers and historians, of missionaries and saints. It is 
an age of great events as well as of great men. It saw the ruin of the 
East Gothic power, the restoration of the empire to almost its widest 
boundaries, the invasion and settlement of the Lombards, the founda- 
tion of the mediaeval papacy, the beginning of English Christianity." 

The center of interest is no longer at Rome, but at Ravenna and 
Constantinople. The special subject of doctrinal controversy was 
" the three chapters." The great man of the century was Justinian. 
The world at large probably thinks of Justinian in connection with 
the civil law and as the one who reunited the empire. But he was equally 
great as a theologian, and when our author seeks the representative 
theologian of the age, he chooses the distinguished statesman and legist 
in preference to any of the professional theologians. This, however, 
does not mean that there were no great theologians. For a " glance at 
the eleventh volume of Remy Ceillier's Histoire generale des auteurs 
sacres et ecclesiastiques will surprise those who are not very intimately 
acquainted with the literature of the century." 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 1 79 

These chapters are interesting from beginning to end. The treat- 
ment of each subject is independent, vigorous, and acute. But prob- 
ably the part of the book that will attract most attention of scholars is 
the new investigation into the alleged heresy of Justinian. The 
impression has generally prevailed that Justinian shortly before his 
death went over to Aphthartodocetism, and that he thus yielded his 
former positions and forfeited his wide reputation for orthodoxy. The 
great historians have held this view, as Boronius, Gibbon, Bryce, 
Hodgkin, and Burg. Mr. Hutton's investigation is very searching 
and raises numerous difficulties in the way of accepting the common 
opinion. He does not claim that he has settled this question, but 
urges with much cogency that it should be reopened, and at the end 
of the examination he would "be more surprised to find that it made 
certain the heresy than that it confirmed the orthodoxy of the greatest 
Greek theologian of the sixth century." 

J J. W. MONCRIEF. 

The University of Chicago. 



A History of American Christianity. By Leonard Wool- 
sey Bacon. American Church History Series. New York : 
The Christian Literature Co., 1897. ^P- 4 2 9- # 2 - 
In the series of which this is the concluding volume the history 
of each of the denominations is written by a representative whose com- 
petency is recognized by the church to which he belongs. The task 
of Dr. Bacon is to cover the entire field, treated in sections in the pre- 
ceding volumes, and to show in one connected view the origin and 
progress of the Christian forces that have operated so beneficently in 
American society. To this task the author has brought the necessary 
learning, sense of proportion, and catholicity of spirit. The story 
reads like a romance. It opens with the swift advance and sudden 
downfall of the Spanish missions, succeeded by a French success more 
wide and rapid and a French failure not less sudden and complete. 
Then in a period extending through a century and more, permanent 
Christian colonization takes place in Virginia, Maryland, the Caro- 
linas, New England, the Middle Colonies, and Georgia, under the 
leadership of Anglicans, Liberal Catholics, Huguenots, Dutch col- 
onists, Swedish Lutherans, Quakers, Pilgrims, and Puritans. The 
religious fervor with which the colonies were planted perceptibly cools 
before the century ends, but in turn the Great Awakening spiritually 
revives the land through the labors of Edwards, Whitefield, Freling- 



